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security for her own kingdom. If she could have that,
she had no wish to meddle with Scotland. Mary,
caring nothing for the interests of her subjects, was
facing civil war with a light heart; and, for the
chance of obtaining the more brilliant throne, was
ready to risk her own.

Undeterred by Elizabeth's threats, Mary married
Darnley (July 29, 1565). Moray and Argyll, having
obtained a promise of assistance from England, took
arms; but most of the Lords of the Congregation
showed themselves even more powerless or perfidious
than they had been five years before. Morton, Euth-
ven, and Lindsay, stoutest of Protestants, were related
to Darnley, and were gratified by the elevation of
their kinsman. Moray failed to elicit a spark of
spirit out of the priest-baiting citizens of Edinburgh,
and the Queen, riding steel cap on head and pistols
at saddle-bow, chased him into England. Lord Bed-
ford, who was in command at Berwick, could have
stepped across the Border and scattered her undis-
ciplined array without difficulty. He implored Eliza-
beth to let him do it; offered to do it on his own
responsibility, and be disavowed. But he found, to
his mortification, that she had been playing a game
of brag. She had hoped that a threatening attitude
would stop the marriage. But as it was an accom-
plished fact she was not going to draw the sword.

This was shabby treatment of Moray and his
friends, and to some of her councillors it seemed
not only shameful but dangerous to show the white
feather. But judging from the course of events,
Elizabeth's policy was the safe one. The English